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Presidents Message
We had a busy summer with several archery events at the Mount
Madonna Range. Our Bug Shoot in July had one of the largest
turn-outs on record. In August we hosted our second Zombie shoot
which was well attended and a week later we closed the parking lot
and held the MTBA Regional 900 round. It was a lot of work to host
these shoots but participation by the archery community was
outstanding and everyone had a great time. We learned from these
shoots and plan to implement improvements for the shoots we have
next year. The range is seeing much more use by local archers and
is an indication that archery activities are increasing. With the
increased use of the range we have to do more maintenance.

Range Status/Activities

Lots of work went into archery range maintenance. We had several
work parties with California Conservation Corps (CCC) workers to get the range in shape for our summer
activities. Several target roofs were replaced, trails were manicured and shooting lanes were cleaned to
provide clear shooting lanes. CCC workers provided three groups ranging from 10 to 20 individuals. All this
work was completed the first half of July in preparation for the Bug Shoot. We are getting increased use of the
range and plan another work party to replace target bales at the practice range soon.

Bug Shoot Update
The Bug Shoot in July had 358 participants, a huge turn-out. For the most part the shoot went smoothly and
archers had a good time. Club members working the shoot identified many areas for
improvement for next year’s shoot. Improvements for next year will include club
members on the range monitoring shooters, and reconfiguring the shooting stakes or
shooting distance to provide a larger area to allow more shooters to shoot at the
same time on bottle neck targets. We will definitely ask club members and CCC crew
to help out in making these changes in several future work parties. Barbequed TriTip sandwiches were a big hit again this year and no one went away hungry. Lots of
work went into making this shoot a success and the efforts of MMB club members
and CCC works is greatly appreciated.
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Updates on Other Shoots at MMB
3D in the Redwood, Spring 3D – The unmarked 3D in the Redwoods shoots were held in May and June
alternating weeks with Santa Cruz Archers. Turn-out for these shoots was disappointing and we will have to
reevaluate our plans for 3D unmarked shoots in 2014.
Zombie Shoot - On August 18 we had approximately 150 archers for our second annual Zombie Shoot. The
course consisted of 28 targets and there was a lot of fun had by all.
MTBA 900 Tournament - If you thought two summer shoots was a lot for the archery range we hosted the
MTBA regional 900 round on August 25. This was fun shoot where we closed down the main parking lot and
filled it with FITA (Olympic style targets). This shoot hosted 35 shooters and was held prior to the State 900
round at Black Mountain. I guess you could call it a warm up for the state shoot.
If you attended any of the shoots this year either as a participant or as a worker and have suggestions for
improvement, please do not hesitate to let us know, all suggestions are welcome.
Contacts: Rich Sandkuhle, MMB President, rsandkuhle@charter.net; Curtis Campisi, MMB Treasurer,
408-842-7733; Karen Stewart, MMB Secretary, mmbowmen.webmaster@gmail.com.

Membership Update
As of October 1st, MMB is comprised of 109 households. To all new members, welcome to the family!!
Mark your calendars! Club Membership Renewals for 2014 are coming up
in January and due no later than February 1st to stay on the active rosters.
You can renew at any time either online using Paypal for payment or by
completing a membership form and either returning the form and your
payment by mail or dropping it off at Predator’s Archery in Gilroy.
Information on how to renew can be found on our website’s membership
page here: http://www.mountmadonnabowmen.com/membership.shtml
Parking passes for the new year are usually received by mid to late January
from the Parks department and everyone will be notified when they arrive
and information on how to get theirs. If there are any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact me at mmbowmen.webmaster@gmail.com.

Club Shoots
The club shoots and Regional tournaments at MMB have been well attended in the past few months.
However, as winter approaches there will not be any club shoots officially scheduled until it warms up in the
spring. Keep an eye on the website and your email for when we will resume regularly scheduled club shoots.
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Fall Shoot Schedule
Karen Stewart
With the colder weather here, there’s fewer outdoor shoots but a couple still to be found at local ranges such
as Black Mountain, Yahi, Redwood Bowmen, and Bowhunter’s Unlimited. However, don’t despair, there’s
indoor archery and several tournaments and leagues starting up in the area. October 29th is the start of
Predator’s Archery “Winter Spot League” and be sure to check-out the California Archery Foundation Benefit
Shoot at Fat Shafts Archery in Benecia on December 1st. Check the Event’s page on the MMB website:
www.mountmadonnabowmen.com for details on these and other shoots happening in the local region.

MMB Website Updates
Karen Stewart
We encourage all members to visit and bookmark the Mt. Madonna Bowmen website at:
http://www.mountmadonnabowmen.com/ and the Mt. Madonna Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mt-Madonna-Bowmen/451919288172852. Both of these are updated on a
regular basis to ensure that members have the current information regarding the club and our activities. If
there’s anything you’d like to see on the website, please drop an email to the club’s webmaster, Karen Stewart
at mmbowmen.webmaster@gmail.com.

Fire Ravages Diablo Bowmen Range
Reprint: Gary McCain, Mt. Diablo Bowmen
The Morgan Territory fire that happened this September brought devastation to our range. We lost snack
shacks, target butts, wooden bridges, 3D targets and the trailers used to house and move them around.
However, there was a blessing behind all this misfortune. Nobody got hurt, our brave firefighters managed to
save our clubhouse and the main cook shack. Although the wildfire ravaged 36 of our 65 targets, our range
served as a firebreak and stopped the fire from reaching the residences beyond our property. Now, it is time
to rebuild and rehabilitate our beloved range. We have to clean out the fallen trees and charred brush. We
need to inspect and clear our jeep trails and make them safe again. We need to take anti-erosion measures
and replace the trees that prevented the hills from coming down in mud slides during the winter. Finally, we
have to rebuild our shacks and replace our targets so everyone can enjoy our range again. We need your help.
Our club members, friends and volunteers are waiting to provide labor to rebuild. However, we need funds to
purchase building materials and replace the equipment that we lost. You can help by funding this project. You
can make monetary donations, please visit: www.diablo-bowmen.org for more details. Diablo Bowmen is a
non-profit 501(c)(7) organization. As such, donations made on behalf of individuals are not tax deductible.
Donations would be made of good faith and service to the community.
Mount Madonna Bowmen will make a donation to help fix the Diablo Bowmen Range and we ask our members
to help if and how they can. Please see the Diablo Bowmen website for how you can help:
www.diablo-bowmen.org

MMB Newsletter – Fall 2013
Page 4

Indoor Archery, right around the corner
Karen Stewart
As we get closer to the cold weather months many archers start moving indoors to practice and get their
archery fix. While those who really enjoy shooting the field courses may find indoor shooting boring, they
should remember that by shooting indoors, it sharpens the archer’s mental game and concentration while they
perfect their form. Because there is consistent lighting, distance, weather, shadows, and terrain at indoor
ranges, it takes those variables out leaving the archer to concentrate solely on their form and shot execution.
Predator's Archery in Gilroy has an indoor range and their "Winter Spot League" will begin on October 29th.
More information about what this league is about can be found on their website here:
http://www.predatorsarchery.com/winter-league.shtml. Everyone is welcome to join and the handicap system
is designed so everyone from the beginner to the pro is on a level playing field.
Extended “League nights” at Predator's begin the week of October 20th and will be Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday from 7:00pm - 9:00pm, with warm-ups starting at 6:00pm. Note, you do not need to be part of the
Spot League to shoot on any of those nights but it is always first come, first serve with limited space so get
there early to get a lane. It costs only the $5 range fee for each night you shoot and they will have pre-paid
range fee cards available beginning October 14th.
On league nights, they shoot what is called a "Vegas Round" also called a "300
Round". The Vegas Round gets its name from the NFAA Vegas Tournament held
in Las Vegas in February and both are interchangeable in terms of rules. A Vegas
round is shot at a multi-colored target face from a distance of 20 yards. Archers
can choose to shoot a single or 3-spot target. There are 10 scoring ends, with 3
arrows shot during each end. Scoring (starting at center working towards the
outside rings) is 10-9-8-7-6 for a 3 spot target and 10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1 for a
single spot target. The total score is 300 points. X's (very center ring) are
counted for tie breakers. More details of the rules of the game can be found on
the Winter League Rule page here: http://www.predatorsarchery.com/winterleague.shtml or on the NFAA website.
During the course of the indoor season, there are several tournaments: The
MTBA Indoor Regional is held in December, CBH/SAA State Indoor Championship,
and the NFAA Southwest Sectionals in January, and the NFAA Vegas Indoor
Championship in February, and the IFAA World Indoor Mail-Match that runs from January to March. Keep an
eye on our website's event calendar for all these events and others happening in the local region.
We encourage everyone to give indoor shooting a try and see the difference it can make with your outdoor
game in the spring. If you're new to the game, don't let that stop you from coming. There's always someone
there to help you along to learn how to play the game and there’s always people there with every skill-level
from the beginner to the pros.
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Trip to Namibia Africa
George Sammut – MMB Club Member
After several trips over to see Curtis and Mike at
Predator to prepare for a trip to Namibia, the plan
all came together quickly. From up-grading to
70LB limbs, to researching the perfect arrows and
broad heads to bring down a bull Giraffe, the
boys spent allot of time with me and helped me
tune everything up perfect and practice for the
trip. The recommended German Kinetic Silver
Flame (210 grain) broad heads were simply
amazing, as I had no idea just how tough the
hide of this animal was. It was an exciting hunt,
and successful in the end. A nice old Bull Giraffe,
taken strictly by bow in the open plains hunting
area of Omatandeka, Namibia.
The out fitters of Omujeve Hunting Safaris in Namibia had never taken a
Giraffe by bow, and were as thrilled I was to accomplish this.
They said for them, taking an old bull like this is a very good thing for their
game management. The old dominant bulls are said to be sterile, and keep
younger bulls from breeding groups of cows. Removal of these older bulls
allows for the giraffe herds to populate much more successfully. The local
village people were grateful for the meat, and quickly skinned the animal
for me, and field dressed the meat for their own use. We saw many
giraffes there as well as amazing herds of other animals such as the
Mountain Zebras, Gemsboks, and Common Springboks. All of great quality
and abundance. I also took a Warthog with my PSE Evo Bow. It was a
great trip!
A special thanks to Curtis and Mike for all the prep! Bow hunter should all
do their best to get to Africa for a hunt. It’s the absolute best!!!!

Send us your stories!
Karen Stewart
We want to hear from you! Did you do great at a tournament? Bag quite the prize on
your last hunt? Or have an adventure you're just itching to share? If so, send your
story and pictures to Karen Stewart the club secretary/webmaster at
mmbowmen.webmaster@gmail.com. We publish the newsletter quarterly so all stories
are due the 2nd week of these months to get in that issue: January, April, July, and
October.
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My South African Bowhunting Trip (I don’t hunt, by the way)
Karen Stewart
For about a year, Curtis Campisi had been planning his 6th bowhunting trip to South Africa and of course I've
never been to Africa and it was highly unlikely I would ever get a different option to go, so I signed up. Given
fair warning that since I wouldn't be doing any hunting I'd probably have A LOT of downtime but luckily I
enjoy vacations not having to do anything, this sounded divine. So, in early September, Curtis, myself, Mario
Vasquez (MMB), and Chuck and Bobbie Rosario (Orestimba Archers) all packed our bags and our bows and set
off on our 27 hour journey to South Africa for 10-days.
Twenty-seven hours of travel is almost double what I've ever done before so
for me it was a little rough. I didn't sleep well on the plane, but I got caught
up on several movies. We arrived in Johannesburg about 8:30am, but our
bags and bows were sent elsewhere. Some never left New York and others
went to Atlanta. So there we were, the first day of the guy's bowhunting trip
and no bows to be had among any of us. We called ahead to the outfitters
(Benito's Bowhunting) to let them know we arrived but didn't have any
equipment or suitcases. From Johannesburg, the farm was about a 3-hour
journey. By the time we arrived, Benito had contacted the local archery shop
and some friends to have some rental equipment waiting on our arrival, and
Babs, Benito's wife, had fresh shirts for us too. The rentals consisted of a
longbow for Chuck, a Bowtech for Mario, and a…shhh, Hoyt for Curtis. The
guys were able to go out the first day after-all...I took a nap, a nice long 5hour nap while they were gone. Nothing was harvested but it gave Mario and
Chuck, also first-timers to Africa, a chance to get the lay of the land and a feel
for what the blinds were like.
The daily routine was the hunters are dropped off at a blind early in the
morning and given cell phones. If they get an animal, they call back to base
and the trackers go out, pick up the hunter, try to locate the animal and bring
everyone (and hopefully everyTHING) back to base. If there are no calls by
about 11:00am, Benito goes out and picks up the hunters to bring them back for brunch. Then later in the
afternoon between 1:00pm and 3:00pm (depending on the heat), they'd go back out until just after sunset.
After that, dinner is prepared by Babs, we eat then sit by the bonfire until we said goodnight.
On the first official day of hunting, the guys got together their rental
equipment and set out about 7:00 am to their blinds for the morning
hunt. Amazingly enough, inside of about 3-hours, all 3 hunters got
animals (Mario got 2!). Fantastic way to start off the trip for the
hunters! That afternoon our bows and bags arrived so we were all
very relieved. The next 8 days were pretty routine and very
successful for each of the hunters, but I'll let them tell their stories
since they tell them better than I can.
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Now me on the other hand, I didn't exactly get the amount of
downtime I was told that I'd have. After my first trip out on the
truck for a drop-off it occurred to me that I would probably get to
see something new and different each time so my routine became
"if the truck leaves the base, I'm on it". My downtime for napping,
reading or target practice was maybe 3-hours a day, most of which I
spent napping since we were getting up so early in the morning and
busy being out and about for hours at a time. But this was ok and
in hindsight I never minded not having TV, phone, or internet
available. By the end of the trip, I had seen at least 20 species of
wild animals and taken nearly 800 pictures...yeah, some are a little
blurry from snapping from the back of a moving truck, but I saw
them. Two of the mornings, I sat in a blind with Curtis. This was
actually quite interesting because there were so many animals that
would wander up to the water hole no more than 15-20 yards away
from us in the blind. For the record, it is a little disconcerting to
have a 600 pound wildebeest, which was fully aware of our presence
in the blind, staring at you from about 15 yards away.
I also got some sight-seeing in away from the farm. Babs took
Bobbi and me out to Marakele National Park and the Predator Centre
(not a typo, UK English is spoken there). At the park, the animals
are used to passer-by's so we were able to get fairly close to some
amazing animals such as giraffes, zebras, ostriches, and warthogs.
We went in search of the elephants and rhinos, but only saw traces
of where the animals had walked through. Due to the high poaching
rate of these animals in South Africa, they move the herds around
the park and don't disclose their location so many times you can't
find them unless you're very lucky. The Predator Centre was
amazing too, a lawsuit waiting to happen, but amazing nonetheless.
They had a variety of predator animals such as white lions, tigers,
cheetahs, jackals, and a host of other animals separated from us
only by a chain-link fence and a sign advising us to stand 2 meters away (that's only 6 feet). Considering
these animals were looking at me like I was lunch, needless to say, I didn't get as close as I could have.
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On the next to the last day of our trip we were taken to a resort called The Farm Inn located in Pretoria so we
could be closer to the airport. The resort had rooms that looked like little 2-story cottages with thatched roofs.
On the last day of our trip, we had some time to kill until the shuttle picked us up at 4:00 pm so we took
advantage of some of the activities offered at the resort. On the grounds near the hotel lobby they have an
area fully fenced in. Curious what was in there, we walked over and found their 2-month old leopard cub just
as playful as could be. You could see the predator in the cub as he crouched and lurched at some bugs flying
nearby, but nothing more than a big kitten when the handler went in to play with him. I really wanted to take
the cub home, but didn't think I could get him through customs.
Next on the agenda was the game preserve tour. They have a
few exotic animals such as a golden wildebeest and black impala.
They also had a couple giraffes including a baby that was being
hand-fed at each arrival of the tour truck so she was quite
friendly and ran over to greet the tourists and slurp her formula.
They also had several big cats such as lions, leopards, cougars,
etc that were born and raised in captivity with a lot of human
interaction so they were just big babies. They came over to the
fence, rolled over on their backs, and purred (big cats purr too,
never knew that). There was nothing scary about these big cats
as opposed to the ones at the Predator Centre.
After the tour, I signed up for the cheetah petting. Not exactly
sure what to expect, Curtis and Mario were a little hesitant to say
the least but I was excited and since my fee included up to 5
people, I talked them into at least coming along to take pictures.
The handler showed up in the hotel lobby and led us out to the
small lawn just outside. Along the way, he stops and opens the
back of his truck and out comes Anthony the cheetah. The
cheetah proceeds to find the shady part of the lawn and plops
himself down. Anthony we learned has one job: lay there, get
pet, and purr if he’s happy. He's very good at his job. So, there
I was petting a live, adult cheetah that was just purring and
purring. Eventually, after a few minutes of realizing that Anthony
is not going to take my arm off, Curtis joins in, then Mario warms
up to the idea a little bit later. After our time was up, the
handler fetches chicken pieces from the truck and starts to lure
Anthony back to the truck which Anthony was really having no
part of, he knew what was going on. The expression on the
passer-by's faces as the cheetah made his way back to the truck
was absolutely priceless. I could not have been happier with this
experience, there's absolutely no way better to end a trip.
Overall the trip was absolutely wonderful, even though I didn't do any hunting. I'm already planning on the
2015 South African Bowhunting trip! All my pictures, the good, the bad, the blurry, and the duplicated can be
found here: https://plus.google.com/photos/104287875873232475910/albums/5926542124059209457
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MMB Officers and Contacts
President:

Rich Sandkuhle

rsandkuhle@charter.net

Secretary/Webmaster: Karen Stewart

mmbowmen.webmaster@gmail.com

Treasurer:

Curtis Campisi

predator@garlic.com

Range Captain:

Robert Buie

Target Captains:

Ken and Kay Gardner

Website: www.mountmadonnabowmen.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mt-Madonna-Bowmen/451919288172852

